Essential Bible Doctrines 
A survey of the fundamental doctrines of the Bible 
by Nathan Parker 


Part 2: Christology-The Doctrine of Jesus Christ 
Introduction 


A solid foundation has now been laid in the construction of our “house” of faith discussing 
essential Bible doctrines, beginning with a study on the doctrine of the Bible (Bibliology). It is 
now time to build upon this foundation by studying the other means of special revelation in 
which God has made Himself known to humanity. In addition to the Bible, God has made 
Himself known to humanity specifically through the person of Jesus Christ. Theologians refer to 
the doctrine of Jesus Christ as Christology. 


Incarnation 


The event in history by which Jesus Christ physically entered the world and took upon Himself 
the form of a man is what theologians refer to as Jesus Christ’s incarnation. There are two 
important aspects concerning Jesus Christ’s incarnation: 


Eternal Pre-Existence 


While other human beings only begin their life at a specific point in time, Jesus Christ is both 
fully God and fully man (more on this discussion will be covered under the nature of Jesus 
Christ). Because Jesus Christ is fully God, Jesus Christ has always existed throughout eternity 
prior to His physical incarnation into the world. Theologians refer to this as His eternal pre- 
existence. Jesus Christ has eternally existed before His incarnation because God has eternally 
existed (it is one of the many attributes of God that theologians discuss under the doctrine of 
God, which theologians refer to as Theology Proper).’ 


When one reads Genesis 1:1, the Bible begins with the declaration: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.”. John 1:1 parallels Genesis 1:1 but refers to Jesus as the 
externally pre-existent, living Word of God (the other form of special revelation in comparison to 
the written Word of God, the Bible): “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.”. Jesus Christ has externally existed and was in existence during 
the beginning of time at the creation of the world.’ 
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Virgin Birth 


In addition to Jesus Christ eternally existing before His incarnation, Jesus Christ’s incarnation 
(birth into the world) occurred through a virgin by the name Mary. Theologians refer to the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ as the virgin birth. In order for Jesus Christ to be both fully God and 
fully man, and in order for Jesus Christ to be the sinless atoning sacrifice for the sins of all 
humanity (more on this discussion will be covered under Jesus Christ’s sacrificial atonement), it 
essential that Jesus Christ be born of a virgin.‘ 


The Old Testament prophecy that predicted that Jesus Christ would be born of a virgin is Isaiah 
7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, And shall call his name Immanuel.” This prophecy is quoted by the Angel Gabriel to 
Joseph in the New Testament in Matthew 1:23. Some liberal and skeptical scholars and critics 
have attempted to weaken the importance of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ by stating that the 
Hebrew word for virgin (almah) can also be translated as a young woman who may or may not 
necessarily be a virgin. The major dictionaries of biblical Hebrew affirm that the Hebrew word 
for virgin (almah) can refer to either a virgin or a young woman in general.” However, the 
Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament which was covered during the discussion 
on Bibliology) translates the word for virgin with the Greek word parthenos. The major 
dictionaries of biblical Greek are quick to point out that the Greek word parthenos specifically 
refers to a virgin (not merely a young woman), and some even include a discussion about the 
translator’s choice of parthenos for the meaning of virgin in the Septuagint.® Therefore, the 
translator of the Septuagint (the Septuagint was in circulation prior to the event between the angel 
Gabriel and Joseph) rightfully translated Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the virgin birth of Jesus 
Christ who would be “Emmanuel, God with us.” In addition, Matthew 1:23’s quotation of Isaiah 
7:14 is from the Septuagint and uses the Greek word parthenos for virgin.’ 


Additionally, the same word for virgin is used in Luke 1:27 which offers a parallel verse, this 
time being used as an object of the preposition versus being used as the subject in Matthew 1:23. 
The word 1s parthenon which is the form of the word parthenos when used as the object of the 
preposition, as in Greek the ending of nouns, not always their order in a sentence, determine how 
the noun is being used. The immediate context in Luke 1:28-38 also clearly discusses the virgin 
birth of Jesus Christ and the supernatural event that is to occur with Mary. 
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How exactly did the virgin birth of Jesus Christ through Mary occur? Luke 1:35 describes the 
virgin birth taking place by means of the Holy Spirit who came upon Mary. The Holy Spirit was 
miraculously involved in this creation during the incarnation of Jesus Christ. A parallel to the 
Holy Spirit’s creative role in the virgin birth is seen in Genesis 1:2 in how the Holy Spirit was 
involved in the creation of the world. Luke 1:35 also refers to Mary’s child as the Son of God, 
further emphasizing that Jesus Christ is both fully God as well as fully man. Luke 1:37 affirms 
the miraculous nature of the virgin birth: “For with God nothing shall be impossible.” Because 
nothing is impossible with God who works in miraculous and supernatural methods (such as the 
creation of the world), God certainly had the power to produce a miracle concerning the virgin 
birth of Jesus Christ during the incarnation.® 


Nature 


The incarnation of Jesus Christ lays the foundation to discuss the nature (or natures to be more 
exact) of Jesus Christ and who the person of Jesus Christ is. Jesus Christ is both fully God and 
fully man. He is fully God because He possesses all of the attributes of God (theologians discuss 
the attributes of God under the doctrine of God known as Theology Proper), one example being 
His eternal pre-existence. He is fully man because He was physically born into the world through 
His incarnation in the virgin birth and lived life on the earth as a human being in the flesh. Jesus 
Christ lived a sinless, perfect life on the earth, as Hebrews 4:15 affirms this truth. Adrian Rogers 
beautifully describes Jesus Christ being fully God and fully man: “Jesus was not a divine man, he 
was not a human god. He was the God-Man. Perfect humanity and perfect deity.” 


How can Jesus Christ be both fully God and fully man, and as Adrian Rogers describes, the 
“God-Man’’? The biblical doctrine that affirms Jesus Christ as both fully God and fully man is 
what theologians refer to as the hypostatic union. Jesus Christ has always been fully God and 
eternally pre-existent. Yet during His incarnation, Jesus Christ also took upon Himself the form 
of a human man. He has both the nature of being fully God as well as the nature of being fully 
man united in a single person, without either of the two natures mixing. Both natures have 
remained distinct in the single person of Jesus Christ. John 1:14 affirms this truth: “And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” The Word in John 1:14 refers to the living Word 
of God, Jesus Christ (in comparison to the written Word of God, the Bible, the two avenues of 
special revelation). The phrase was made refers to Jesus Christ taking on humanity (similar to 
how one takes on an article of clothing). Jesus Christ has always retained His nature of being 
fully God while also taking on the nature of being fully man (being the perfect, sinless man 
through the virgin birth). This is the concept of the hypostatic union.!° 
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While the hypostatic union (Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man) is the biblical doctrine 
concerning the nature of Jesus Christ, some false, non-biblical views concerning the nature of 
Jesus Christ exist. One false, non-biblical view concerning the nature of Jesus Christ is what 
theologians refer to as Arianism, which is a belief popularized by the early church scholar Arius. 
Arianism denies that Jesus Christ is fully God. It denies His eternal pre-existence and believes 
that He is like God but not actually fully God. A popular phrase among those who believed in 
Arianism during the early church was: “There was once when he was not”.'! However, as one 
clearly discerns the eternal pre-existence of Jesus Christ in John 1:1, one can summarize John 1:1 
as “There was never a time when He was not”. Adrian Rogers paraphrased Christ’s words 
beautifully by stating: “I was in the bosom of the Father and have been for all eternity.”!” 


Arianism is still practiced today in the non-biblical distortion of the Christian faith known as 
Jehovah's Witnesses. The New World Translation of the Bible (the distortion of the Bible 
published by Jehovah’s Witnesses) translates the final portion in John 1:1 not as “the Word was 
God” but “the Word was a god”. Their reasoning is that the Word for God (Theos) in John 1:1 
does not have in front of it what Greek scholars refer to as a definite article (similar to the word 
the in the English language), therefore the word should be translated as “a god”. However, there 
is a good reason why the word for God (Theos) does not have a definite article in front of the 
word. It is because the word for God (Theos) is the predicate nominative in the sentence. The 
subject of the sentence (Word, which in the Greek is Logos) uses identical endings to the word 
for God (Theos) in the sentence, and the word order literally reads, “God was the Word”. In order 
to determine which word is the subject and which one is the predicate nominative, the word for 
Word (Logos) has a definite article in front of it to ensure readers understand this is the subject of 
the sentence, with the word for God (Theos) missing the definite article to ensure readers know 
this is the predicate nominative.!° 


A similar false, non-biblical view concerning the nature of Jesus Christ is known as Ebionism. 
Ebionism, like Arianism, denies that Jesus Christ is fully God. He is merely the son of Mary and 
Joseph and was united with the nature of the eternal Christ during His baptism. This view is 
clearly refuted in John 1:1.'4 


Two other false, non-biblical views concerning the nature of Jesus Christ at the opposite extreme 
are known as Docetism and Apollinarianism. Docetism believes that Jesus Christ is fully God, 
but that He is not fully man. He only appeared to be man but did not have a fleshly body. This is 
clearly refuted in John 1:14, as well as 1 John 4:1-3. Apollinarianism believes that while Jesus 
Christ is fully God and even had a human body and soul, Jesus Christ’s body and soul were 
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merely “passive” and overcome by what the early church scholar Apollinarius referred to as the 
“divine Logos” portion of Jesus Christ. This is particularly a dangerous false, non-biblical view 
as it sounds close to the biblical view (hypostatic union) while still down playing the humanity of 
Jesus Christ. !5 


Two final false, non-biblical views concerning the nature of Jesus Christ are known as 
Nestorianism and Eutychianism. Nestorianism believes that Jesus Christ’s two natures resulted in 
two distinct persons, not a single person who had two distinct natures. The early church Council 
of Ephesus in 431 condemned this false teaching. Eutychianism goes to the opposite extreme by 
believing that Jesus Christ only had a single nature, and that He was not fully God nor fully man, 
but a mixture of being part God and part man. The early church Council of Chalcedon in 451 
condemed this false teaching.!° 


Titles and Names of Jesus Christ 


When studying the doctrine of Jesus Christ, one will generally encounter a range of various titles 
and names used of Jesus Christ throughout the Bible. Below is a list of some of the main titles 
and names used of Jesus Christ in the Bible, as well as the relevant passages in the Bible where 
these names and titles are used. A detailed discussion will not be presented here. A basic listing 
of the names and titles are presented here for those who wish to take the study further.'” 


Almighty (Revelation 1:8) 


Alpha and Omega (Revelation 1:8, 22:13) Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet. Omega 
is the last letter of the Greek alphabet. A modern equivalent would be to refer to Jesus Christ as 
the A and the Z in the English alphabet. Basically Jesus Christ encompasses everything, the 
beginning to the end. 


Advocate (1 John 2:1) 

Angel of the LORD (Exodus 3:2) Some Old Testament passages refer to a person who appears 
known as the angel of the LORD. Generally this refers to Jesus Christ in His eternally pre- 
existent form before His incarnation. Theologians refer to these appearances of Jesus Christ as a 
theophany. 

Author and Finisher of our Faith (Hebrews 12:2) 


Branch (Jeremiah 23:5, Zechariah 3:8, 6:12) 
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Bread of Life (John 6:35, 6:48) Some of the titles used for Jesus Christ correspond to physical 
objects one encounters on the earth (bread, branch, door, etc.) These titles do not mean that Jesus 
Christ is /iterally these actual physical objects or is somehow in these physical objects (as those 
who adhere to the worship of nature would believe concerning God and nature). Instead, the 
Bible is making use of figurative language and symbols to describe Jesus Christ, much as we use 
figurative languages in modern English (healthy as a horse, I am so hungry I could eat a horse, 
etc.) One can find a more detailed discussion concerning the use of figurative language in the 
Bible on studies of Bible interpretation. 


Chief Cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20, 1 Peter 2:6) 

Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4) 

Consolation of Israel (Luke 2:25) 

Counselor (Isaiah 9:6) Some Bible translations refer to Jesus Christ as the Wonderful Counselor 
(placing Wonderful as the adjective to Counselor), whereas others (such as the King James 
Version and New King James Version) separate Wonderful and Counselor with a comma, placing 
them as separate titles of Jesus Christ. 

Deliverer (Romans 11:26) 

Door (John 10:7) 

Eternal Life (1 John 1:2, 5:20) 

Faithful Witness (Revelation 1:5, 3:14) 

First and Last (Revelation 1:17, 2:8) 

God (John 20:28) 

Glory of the LORD (Isaiah 40:5) When the word LORD is in all capitals in the Bible, it is 
referring to the personal name of God (also known as Yahweh or Jehovah, what theologians refer 
to as the tetragrammaton. Most Jewish people do not pronounce the name Yahweh or Jehovah 
when reading the Hebrew Old Testament and instead replace the name with the Hebrew word for 
Lord (Adonai) out of respect for God. 

Good Shepherd (John 10:14) 

Great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14) 

Head of the Church (Ephesians 5:13, Colossians 1:18) 


Holy One (Also known as the Holy One of God and the Holy One of Israel) (Psalm 16:10, Acts 
2:27, Acts 2:31) 


IAM (John 8:58) When the name 7 AM is in all capitals in the Bible, it is referring to the personal 
name of God in a similar manner to the word LORD in all capitals in the Bible. Z AM in the 
Hebrew is also similar to the personal name of God (Yahweh or Jehovah) in Hebrew. 

Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23) 

Just One (Acts 7:52) 

King (Also known as the King of Israel, King of the Jews, King of the Saints, and King of Kings) 
(Zechariah 9:9 Matthew 21:5, John 1:49, Matthew 2:2, Revelation 15:3, 1 Timothy 6:15, 
Revelation 17:14) 

Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45) 


Lamb (Also known as the Lamb of God) (Revelation 5:6, 5:12, 13:8, 21:22, 22:3, John 1:29, 
1:36) 


Life (John 14:6, Colossians 3:4, 1 John 1:2) 

Light of the World (John 8:12) 

Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5) 

Lord of Glory (1 Corinthians 2:8) 

Lord of All (Acts 10:36) 

Lord God Almighty (Revelation 15:3) 

Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5) 

Messiah (Daniel 9:25, John 1:41) The term Messiah comes from a Hebrew word that means 
anointed one and refers to a person prophesied in the Old Testament that the nation of Israel was 
expecting. Jesus Christ is the Messiah who fulfilled these Old Testament prophecies. The word 
Christ is a title for Jesus Christ that comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew word for 
Messiah. 

Morning Star (or Bright Morning Star) (Revelation 22:16) 

Nazarene (Matthew 2:23) This refers to the boyhood hometown of Jesus Christ, Nazareth. This is 
not to be confused with a Nazirite who was a person who made a special form of vow of ministry 


service to the Lord. 


Only Begotten (John 1:14) 


Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) 

Redeemer (Job 19:25, Isaiah 59:20, Isaiah 60:16) 

Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25) 

Rock (1 Corinthians 10:4) 

Ruler (Also known as the Ruler in Israel) (Matthew 2:6, Micah 5:2) 
Savior (2 Peter 2:20, 2 Peter 3:18) 


Son of the Blessed (Mark 14:61) 
Son of God (Luke 1:35, John 1:49) 


Son of the Highest (Luke 1:32) 


Son of Man (John 5:27, John 6:37) This title may sound strange to readers first approaching the 
Bible since Jesus Christ was born of a virgin and did not have a human father. However, this is a 
valid title of Jesus Christ and a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy referring to the Messiah. 
The title is originally used in Daniel 7:13 to describe the future Messiah. This is the title that 
Jesus Christ Himself personally uses the most to describe Himself as the Messiah who has full 
Old Testament prophecy. 


Sun of Righteousness (Malachi 4:2) 
True Vine (John 15:1) 
Truth (John 14:6) 


Word (Also known as the Word of God and Word of Life) (John 1:1, 1:14, Revelation 19:13, 1 
John 1:1) 


Sacrificial Atonement 


Jesus Christ, both fully God and fully man, the only perfect and sinless person, died being nailed 
to a cross (what all Christians refer to as the crucifixion of Jesus Christ). Why did Jesus Christ 
have to die? Because every other human being, beginning with Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden, has sinned, as Romans 3:23 affirms: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God;”. Because God is infinitely holy and righteous, the punishment for sin requires death, as 
God instructed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 2:17, “But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die.” Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, affirms death as the requirement of sin in 
Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 


While every human being (except for Jesus Christ) has sinned and deserves the punishment of 
death, God is also merciful and loves the very individuals who have sinned against Him. Paul, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, affirms God’s love and mercy in Ephesians 2:4: “But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,”. Paul, again inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
goes onto explain in Romans 5:8 why Christ had to die: “But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” John, inspired by the Holy Spirit in his 
Gospel, affirms the depth of the love of God explaining that God sent Jesus Christ into the world 
in the classic salvation passage in John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


How can God be both righteous and merciful at the same time? The answer is grace (Ephesians 
2:8). Grace is the intersection where the righteousness of God and the mercy of God meet. This 
intersection takes place at the cross of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, died on a 
cross in order to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29). Theologians refer to this as the 
sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ died on a cross as the u/timate sacrifice for the 
sins of all humanity. Additionally, Jesus Christ died on a cross as the ultimate atonement for the 
sins of all humanity. The atonement of Jesus Christ is similar to the concept of payment or 
reconciliation. Whereas in the Old Testament, the nation of Israel continually brought animal 
sacrifices to the tabernacle and temple to atone for the sins they committed, Jesus Christ died on a 
cross as the one-for-all sacrificial atonement for the sins of all humanity. 


A few concepts are used by theologians to more deeply describe the sacrificial atonement of 
Jesus Christ. The first is that Jesus Christ’s death on a cross is a substitution. Jesus Christ died on 
a cross as a substitution in the place of sinners. Isaiah 53 and 1 Peter 2:24 affirm the 
substitutionary sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ’s death on a cross. Another concept used by 
theologians to refer to Jesus Christ’s sacrificial atonement and death on a cross is redemption. 
Jesus Christ redeemed sinners through His sacrificial atonement. An illustration for the concept 
of redemption is how someone would purchase an individual who is in bondage to slavery and 
set them free. The redemption brought about by the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ extends 
further in that not only are sinners saved through Jesus Christ’s sacrificial atonement free from 
the bondage of sin, they are also restored and reconciled into fellowship with God. 1 Corinthians 
6:20 and Romans 5:10 affirm the redemption, restoration, and reconciliation of sinners through 
the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ.'® 


Three other concepts used by theologians to describe the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ are 
propitiation, forgiveness, and justification. The word propitiation comes from Romans 3:25 and 
refers to Christ offering the payment of sin through His death on a cross, which points back to the 
concept of the sacrificial atonement described above. Jesus Christ’s death on a cross also resulted 
in God’s forgiveness of the sins of humanity, as affirmed in 1 John 1:9. Justification refers to the 
legal element of Christ’s sacrificial atonement. Sinners are guilty before God who is infinitely 
righteous. However, Jesus Christ died on a cross as a substitution on behalf of sinners. Therefore, 
sinners are now declared righteous (justified) before God. The sins of sinners are removed from 
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upon their record, and righteousness of Jesus Christ is given in exchange upon the sinner who has 
entered into a saving relationship in Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1 affirms the truth of the justification 
concept of the sacrificial atonement.’ 


Resurrection 


One of the most foundational doctrines (and likely the most foundational doctrine) of the 
Christian faith is what theologians refer to as the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Unlike every other 
leader of the religions of the world who has died and remained dead, Christians do not serve a 
dead Savior in Jesus Christ. We serve a risen Savior in Jesus Christ. Adrian Rogers summarized 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ this way: “Confucius died; he's dead. Old Buddha died; he's dead. 
Mohammad died; he's dead. Jesus Christ is alive. He's alive.” 


The doctrine of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is absolutely vital to the Christian faith, as Paul, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:17: “And if Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” Additionally, the resurrection of Jesus Christ ushered in the 
sending of the Holy Spirit upon the church as affirmed in John 16:7. Jesus Christ’s resurrection 
was also a fulfillment of prophecy, as prophesied in Psalm 16:10 with Acts 2:27 referring to 
Jesus Christ’s resurrection as the fulfillment of prophecy.”! 


There is absolute and strong evidence that supports the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The first 
evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is when the disciples visited the tomb on resurrection 
Sunday, they found the tomb was empty. While we will examine and refute non-biblical, false 
doctrines concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ and how some have attempted to explain 
away the empty tomb, the empty tomb is certainly evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The second evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the layout of the burial wrappings in 
the tomb. While the tomb was empty in terms of the body being gone from the tomb, the burial 
wrappings of Jesus Christ were left behind exactly conforming to the shape and location the body 
originally was located (see John 20:7-8). People in biblical times wrapped up bodies in burial 
wrappings before placing the bodies in the tomb, as well as they heavily covered the linen 
wrappings in various spices and ointments. It would have been absolutely impossible for 
someone to unwrap the body and perfectly re-arrange the burial wrappings to where the body was 
originally located in the tomb without utterly destroying the wrappings. Only a body that 
resurrected and passed through the wrappings (as Jesus Christ’s resurrected body was able to pass 
through physical objects such as walls) accounts for this evidence.” 
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Another major evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is His post-resurrection appearances. 
Jesus Christ appeared to His disciples, to the women who remained faithful to His ministry, to 
the two on the road to Emmaus, and to over five hundred believers in Jesus Christ at one time 
(see Matthew 28:1—10, Luke 24:13-35, and 1 Corinthians 15:5—8). The great multitude of people 
who saw Jesus Christ during His post-resurrection appearances is major evidence for the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. These post-resurrection appearances are coupled with the evidence 
that the disciples believed in the resurrection after witnessing the empty tomb and Jesus Christ’s 
post-resurrection appearances. While Jesus Christ’s resurrection was prophesied, and while Jesus 
Christ Himself spoke to His disciples concerning His resurrection, His resurrection did not fully 
sink in to the disciple’s thinking and beliefs until after it occurred. When it occurred, however, 
the disciples finally understood and believed in the resurrection.” 


The final two evidences for the resurrection of Jesus Christ are the birth of the church and the 
shift in worship to the first day of the week (Sunday), in which Christians refer to as the Lord’s 
Day (see John 20:26, Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Revelation 1:10, and Acts 2:24-32, 3:15, 
and 4:2). The early church’s preaching heavily emphasized the doctrine of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Additionally, Jewish Christians began worshipping on the first day of the week 
(Sunday), the Lord’s Day, versus the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday), in honor and remembrance of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This shift in worship days and the birth of the church hinges on 
the doctrine of the resurrection of Jesus Christ as a historically accurate event which provides two 
additional evidences for its occurrence.”* 


Some non-biblical, false doctrines concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ exist that liberal 
scholars and skeptics use attempt to weaken the evidences of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
first is the hallucination theory, which states that those who saw Jesus Christ during His post- 
resurrection appearances were experiencing hallucinations. This false doctrine is easily refuted by 
the sheer number of individuals who witnessed Jesus Christ’s post-resurrection appearances, 
including over five hundred people during one of the appearances. Additionally, Jesus Christ was 
touched by some (and likely all) of His disciples and ate physical food during His post- 
resurrection appearances. A hallucination cannot be touched and certainly cannot eat physical 
food.” 


The second non-biblical, false doctrine concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ is that the 
disciples went to the wrong tomb on the Sunday of His resurrection. This doctrine is absolutely 
impossible and easily refuted since the Romans installed guards at the tomb where Jesus Christ’s 
body was buried, as well as the tomb was well-known, as it belonged to a high-office Jewish 
governing member of society (Joseph of Arimathea). Additionally, the post-resurrection 
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appearances of Jesus Christ refute any possibility of the disciples simply visiting the wrong 
tomb.”° 


The third non-biblical, false doctrine concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the swoon 
theory, which states that Jesus Christ did not actually die on the cross but only appeared to be 
dead. This false doctrine is again easily refuted. The Romans were professionals when it came to 
executing people via crucifixion. Prior to Jesus Christ’s crucifixion, the Romans beat and flogged 
Jesus Christ to the point where He almost collapsed and almost at the point of death. After He 
died on the cross, the Romans plunged a spear into His side in which blood and water flowed 
forth. The disciples witnessed this and clearly knew Jesus was dead on the cross. He was also 
covered in burial wrappings including spices and ointments, in which the person who performed 
the burial wrapping could not have mistaken Jesus Christ to be dead or alive. Additionally, had 
Jesus had been alive the entire time and not died, on resurrection Sunday, He would have had to 
lift Himself up, unwrap Himself from His burial wrappings (a complete impossibility), move an 
enormous stone away in order to walk out of the tomb, and overpower a fleet of Roman guards 
(who were skilled and trained soldiers) in order to escape. No weak person who was beaten 
almost to the point of death, hung on a cross to die, and pierced and had blood gush forth from 
Him after His death could attempt such a feat.’ 


The fourth non-biblical, false doctrine concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ is that the 
disciples stole the body. This false doctrine can easily be refuted on two grounds. First, the 
disciples, like Jesus Christ would have in the swoon theory, would have had to overpower a fleet 
of Roman guards in order to enter the tomb to steal the body. Additionally, the disciples were 
originally skeptical themselves concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ and only believed in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ after seeing the empty tomb and even more so after witnessing 
His post-resurrection appearances. The disciples could not have stolen the body if they wanted to, 
and would not have stolen the body if they could have.”* 


This false doctrine ties into the next false doctrine concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ that 
the faith of the disciples of Jesus Christ is what led them to believe in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. This doctrine is put forth by the skeptic scholar John Dominic Crossan in “The Jesus 
Seminar”. As seen above, the reverse actually occurred. The faith of the disciples did not lead 
them to believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Their witnessing of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ after it occurred through their witnessing the empty tomb and even more His post- 
resurrection appearances caused them to believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ which only 
then strengthened their faith.” 
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A final non-biblical, false doctrine concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ is that someone 
else died in the place of Jesus Christ on the cross. This doctrine surfaces from the Qur’an (the 
“scriptures” of the faith of Islam). This view was written more than six hundred years after the 
lifetime of Jesus and has absolutely no evidence affirming it. Even non-Christian historians and 
Jewish historians at the time of Jesus Christ affirmed that Jesus Christ Himself was crucified and 
died on the cross. The story sounds fitting of a soap opera but certainly not historical fact.*° 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is clearly a historical event that occurred. The evidence for the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is clear, and non-biblical, false doctrines concerning the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ are easily refuted. One final point to make clear concerning the doctrine of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ resurrected bodily and physically from the grave. While 
Jesus Christ’s resurrected body was glorified and experienced characteristics that are not in non- 
glorified bodies (such as He was able to pass through the burial wrappings and through walls), 
Jesus Christ’s spirit was not the only part of Him that was resurrected. His body was resurrected 
(and glorified) as well. 


Ascension and Return 


After the resurrection of Jesus Christ and after a certain period of His post-resurrection 
appearances on the earth, Jesus Christ went into heaven, what theologians refer to as the 
ascension of Jesus Christ (see Mark 16:19, Luke 24:51, and Acts 1:9).This allowed Jesus Christ 
to begin His work in heaven seated at the right hand of God the Father as our Mediator for 
Christians, as well as it allowed the Holy Spirit to come upon Christians, all who comprise the 
church.?! 


Jesus Christ will one day return in a similar fashion to how He ascended (see Acts 1:11). This 
will be covered more during the discussion on the doctrine of the end times. 


Conclusion: Invitation to Begin a Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ 


In this discussion concerning the doctrine of Jesus Christ, we have seen that Jesus Christ is fully 
God and fully man, born of a virgin, who died on the cross for the sins of all humanity, was 
bodily resurrected from the dead, and ascended into heaven. However, intellectual information 
concerning the person of Jesus Christ is not enough to experience the riches of the gift of 
salvation that Jesus Christ offers to sinners by grace. You much reach out and accept this free gift 
of salvation of the grace of Jesus Christ by faith. You must enter into a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior who died on the cross for your sins. Jesus Christ 
wrote the check for your salvation and signed it with His precious blood on the cross, but it is up 
to you to reach out and accept the check by faith and cash it in the First Heavenly Bank of the 
Grace of God. 
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For those who have journeyed through this discussion concerning the doctrine of Jesus Christ 
who do not have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, today is the day to 
place your faith in the grace of Jesus Christ’s atoning death on the cross for your sins, as Paul 
wrote to the church in Corinth, inspired by the Holy Spirit, when he said in 2 Corinthians 6:2: 
“behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” Paul also states in his 
letter to the church in Rome in Romans 10:9: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” Do you believe that? If you do but have never prayed it directly to the Lord, allow me to 
lead you in the following prayer: 


Father, I know that I am a sinner. My sin deserves judgment and eternal separation from You. 
But I also believe and know in my heart and now confess with my mouth that Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for my sins and paid my sin debt in full once and for all. I believe and know in my heart 
that Jesus Christ rose bodily from the grave. I accept His payment in full for my sins and invite 
Him to enter my heart and become my personal Lord and Savior. I thank You for saving me, 
Jesus. Begin now to make me a new creation, born again, born from above, with a new spiritual 
birth walking in Your will, Your peace, and Your presence. In the holy, wonderful, and precious 
name of Jesus I pray, Amen. 


If you prayed the above prayer, you are now gladly a part of the family of God. You have an 
eternal home awaiting you in heaven, and a new spiritual life in Christ. 


